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2001 Board of Directors

Committee Chairmen

President

Vice-President

Building

Ross Sullivan

540-775-2067

*Keith Kuck (2001)
5310 Nutting Drive
Springfield VA 22151
703-321-8109

*Chris Worsley (2001)
4203 Javins Drive
Alexandria VA 22310
703-960-9030

Claude Moore Park

Pat McGuire

703-437-9034

Corporation

Fay LeCompte

540-743-1812

Demonstrations

Jan Kochansky

301-937-6538

Treasurer

Secretary

Door Prize

Tom Coker

301-942-8573

*George Anderton (2003)
5325 Ringold Place
Springfield VA 22151
703-321-9737

* Ross Sullivan (2002)
11548 Pine Hill Road
King George VA 22485
540-775-2067

Hospitality

Ed Jackson

410-549-2829

Hotline

Tug Tuggle

304-876-0909

Tom Coker (2002)
12611 Bluhill Road
Wheaton MD 20906
301-942-8573

Fay LeCompte(2003)
1016A East Main St.
Luray VA 22835

Library

Steve Crist

703-754-9678

Membership

George Anderton

703-321-9737

Newsletter

George McConnell 703-620-6454

*Bill Wojcik (2001)
4116 Kingchase Lane
The Plains VA 20198
540-253-5121

Phil Heath (2002)
4600 S Four Mile Run Dr
Arlington VA 22204
703-671-3134

Ken Zastrow (2003)
12800 Hammonton Rd
Silver Spring MD 20904
301-622-0897

Call the HOTLINE at
703-527-0409 for
the latest news about
Guild events.

*Member of the Executive Committee

BGOP MEETINGS
Guild meetings are held on the first and third Fridays
of each month at 7:30 P.M. at the Gulf Branch Nature
Center, 3608 North Military Road, Arlington VA
22207. Meetings are usually held in the Guild’s shop
which is located about 50 yards past the Nature
Center building on the wooded path. Occasional
Friday meetings with a speaker or video are held in
the Nature Center auditorium. Call the HOTLINE for
updates on meetings and event.

Shop Rules And Etiquette
The Guild shop is available for use by members whenever
the Nature Center park is open. Shop is locked, so call
Shopmaster or a Board member for access. Follow all
safety rules. Record number of visitors on log sheet near
door.
Please observe the following rules and etiquette:
♦ Bring safety glasses and wear them. Work in a safe
manner at all times.
♦ Clean the shop before you start to work.
♦ Empty firepots and dump ash gate after each use to
minimize corrosion.
♦ Dump ashes in the ash dump outside, at the side of
the shop.
♦ Place tools back in their proper places.
♦ Dress bar ends which you have cut, to be ready for
the next user.
♦ Clean the shop before you leave, and carry out trash
which you create.
♦ Always turn out the lights and lock up when leaving.
♦ Bring your own material for personal projects. Shop
stock is for learning and practice.
♦ No alcoholic beverages on park property.

The Newsletter is mailed to members six times a year. Initial membership is $30 or three years for $60. Renewals are $20
or three years for $55. Life memberships are $300. Membership applications and renewals may be sent to the treasurer/
membership chairman, George Anderton, check payable to BGOP.
ABANA chapter newsletters may reprint portions that are not individually copyrighted, so long as credit is given to original
source. Any other publication by prior arrangement with president of BGOP. The Blacksmiths’ Guild of the Potomac, Inc,
its officers, members, and editorial staff specifically disclaim any responsibility for damages or injuries that occur as a
result of the use in any way of any information contained in this newsletter.
©2001 Blacksmiths’ Guild of the Potomac, Inc., and as copyrighted by individual contributors
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COMING BGOP EVENTS
Nov 16
Open Forge
Nov 30
Board meeting
Dec 7
Christmas party
Jan 12,13
Bill Gichner Hammer-In
Feb 23
Dan Boone’s 6th Annual Pasture
Party
Mar 16,17 Furnacetown Joint meeting
Apr 20,21
BGOP Spring Fling

New Members
612

Randy Benson
4005 52nd ST NW
Washington DC 20016
H-202-686-6975
W-301-652-8819

2002

613

Joana Gribko
8401 Hollis La
Vienna VA 22182
H-703-573-7530
W-703-917-7099

2002

614

Mary Beth Rynders
3220 South 12th ST
Arlington VA 22204
H-703-553-5539
mbrynders@prodgy.net

2002

Christmas party
The 2001 BGOP annual meeting/feeding frenzy
will be held on December 7th at the Church of
the Covenant (the same time/same place as last
year). The usual drill applies: call Jan Kochansky (301 937 6538) to indicate number of
attendees and to sign up for a dish to bring. Early
callers get to choose what they bring; later callers may find the choices more restricted.
Also, it is time to start accumulating goodies for
the door prize table. Items are preferably handmade, but if purchased (under $10.00) they
should be blacksmith-related (no Dollar Store
stuff!). They should preferably be wrapped, and
there should be a note inside with the name of
the contributor. There will also be an ornament
exchange like last year; again, preferably handmade and metallic but definitely blacksmithrelated.
November/December 2001

Presidents Message
Wow, where did the year go? It seems like
only yesterday I was writing to get everyone ready
for spring and ready to dust off your tools from a
long, quiet winter. The last couple of months have
spread us thin doing all of the demos we did in the
month of September and October. A giant thanks to
all of those who participated. We have to close out
November and December and the year is gone. This
has been another great year for BGOP, a great
Spring Fling, great demos throughout the year and
lots of new members joining the Guild. It is always
great to see new members who are interested in
blacksmithing; we are the proof that this skill, trade
and art is not going to die.
Being President for the past two years has been
an outstanding experience. Working closely with
such a great group of people is an experience that
will remain in my heart and mind forever. I must
say that the board members have done a great job
over the past two years and it has been an honor
working with them. The board of the BGOP is
unique in that everyone, and many non-board members of the BGOP, work together. It is not just the
officers of the board that do the work but it is the
guild that does the work. As you have heard me say
through out the past two years, the BGOP is what it
is today because of all of you. You as individual
members of the guild are the BGOP, your input and
help are critical to the future of the BGOP and I ask
that each one of you stay actively involved in the
BGOP.
Over the past year we have all lost friends and
family. Please take a moment during the holidays to
remember those lost and send out prayers to those
who are sick or in harms ways protecting this great
country we call home.
God Bless America!
Keith E. Kuck

BOARD MEMBER ELECTIONS
Three positions on the BGOP Board of Directors
come up for election at the annual meeting in December of each year.
Terms expiring this year include Keith Kuck, Bill
Wojcik and Chris Worsley. Each has accepted nomination to run again in the coming election.
Additional nominations were made for Bob Morris
and Jeff Freeze.

The Blacksmiths’ Guild of the Potomac
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OTHER EVENTS OF INTEREST
National Ornamental Metal Museum
374 Metal Museum Drive
Memphis, TN 38106

www.metalmuseum.org

22nd Annual Bill Gichner
Annual Hammer-In
January 12 and 13, 2002
Hosted by Bill Gichner
at The Hutchison Brothers Farm
11006 Lewistown Road
Cordova, Maryland

Round About: Reinventing the Wheel

December 2, 2001 – April 21, 2002
(all galleries and on the grounds)

Wheel/hwel: a circular frame or disk constructed
to revolve on a central axis; to turn in or toward a
different direction
Artists from Munich to Santa Fe respond to
the challenge to create their interpretations of the
wheel. Phil Goulding sends his colorful and fun piece
“The Four Tops”. The tops range in size from eight
inches to four feet in diameter. There is jewelry from
Arlene Fisch and Claire Sanford, vessels of rubber
and metal by Aimee Mattila, mokume gane from
Steve Midgett, intricate work based on the wheel from
Earl Krentzin, sculpture from Stefan Durst and Tom
Joyce.
Also included in the exhibit is work by John Medwedeff, Arthur
Johns, Robly Glover, Audry Herber, Michael Good, Alice
James, Nana Schowalter, Deborah la Grasse, Marilyn da Silva,
James Cooper, Marcia Macdonald, Jimmy Descant, Wendy
Yothers, Jack da Silva, Kathleen Hart, Michael Bondi, Keny
Marshall, Guido Mattei, and Susan Ewing.

The Museum is open Tuesday through Saturday from
10:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. and on Sunday from Noon
to 5:00. It is closed on Mondays. Admission is $4.00
for adults, $3.00 for seniors 62 and older, $2.00 for
students and children 5-18. Children 4 and younger
and Museum members are admitted without charge.
First floor galleries, restrooms, giftstore,
grounds, and the Schering – Plough Smithy are
wheelchair accessible. Group tours are available by
appointment Tuesday through Friday from 10:30 a.m.
until 4:00 p.m. To schedule a tour, please call Elizabeth Brown at 901-774-6380.
Please note that the Museum will be closed November 26 through December 1 for exhibit
change. The grounds will remain open for visitors.
The Museum and Grounds will close December 24
for the holidays and reopen on January 1, 2002.

For further information contact: Judy Wallace or Lisa Loehmann at 901-774-6380

4

The Newsletter

Registration for the weekend is $35.00 ($45.00 late
registration) Deadline December 27, 2001. Make
checks payable to MASA and send with registration
form to: Nancy Zastrow
12800 Hammonton Road
Silver Spring MD 20904-3523
Read the information on page 5, then, if you have any
questions, contact David Hutchison at Bay Briar Kennel, 410-820-2041 , and leave a message.
Hutchison Brothers Farm phone number for the Hammer-In Weekend is 410-820-2093.

Napkin Ring by Chris Worsley
All Blacksmith Christmas Show 2001
Agricultural Farm Park
photo by GM

Changes
Since the Sept/Oct 2001 membership list
Jan Kochansky
10807 Bornedale Dr
Adelphi MD 20873
H 301-937-6583
W 301-504-8668
W Dennis Bennett
773 E Ohio Match Rd
Rathdrum ID 83858-7337
Tina Chisena
4402 Clearfield Rd
Wheaton MD 20906-4609
H 301-933-0676
W 301-496-5688
Email: tinachisena@earthlink.net

The Blacksmiths’ Guild of the Potomac
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EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT BILL GICHNER'S WEEKEND-JANUARY
12-13. 2002
David Hutchison Says: I would like to thank everyone who came last year and demonstrated, donated items, or helped in
any way. It could not have been a success without you, and we need your help again this year. We may bring someone from
the West Coast to do a short demo and a program Saturday night, but that is still in the planning. However, even if we do,
we still need demonstrators, items for Iron-In-The-Hat, the Auction, and to display. To cover the cost of food, chairs, tables, portapots, drinks, etc., the fee is $35 ($45 late) for everyone who comes for any part of the weekend, be they smith,
spouse, friend or foe. We need your registration payment by December 27, 2001, so we have a number to plan on. It will
enable us to have a chair for you, and some good food, too. These expenses have to be paid no matter what, so everyone
needs to register and pay ahead of time. (Please!)
We will meet in a 48' by 70' farm shop. Registration includes coffee and sweets on both Saturday and Sunday mornings,
lunch both days, and a Roast Beef dinner served in the shop on Saturday evening. There will be a program Saturday night.
Hutchison Brothers request that there be no alcohol on the farm. Please respect this. Bring yourself glasses and ear plugs
and help make this a safe weekend.
PLEASE NOTE! Last year Jonathan Nedbor (496 Towpath; High Falls NY 12440; phone 815-687-7130) had his book
"Made Of Iron" disappear. If someone picked it up and forgot to return it or pay for it, please take care of this matter. I
really want to hear that the book was returned or paid for and that it was an honest mistake. If the book is not returned by
the person who picked it up, you will not be welcomed this year. This is my place of business as well as my home and I take
this act personally. David A. Hutchison
We had great help last year and could sure use more this year, new faces are very welcome. Some of the jobs available are:
run Iron-In-The-Hat, sell Iron-In-The-Hat tickets, RUN THE AUCTION, Clerk for Auction, pickup donuts and get them to
the farm early, set up donuts, MAKE COFFEE, get soda and ice, SETUP CHAIRS AND TABLES, write newsletter article
(and get a front row seat). Call David Hutchison at 410-820-2041 to volunteer.
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
You are welcome to stop by on Friday from 1 to 9 p.m. ( or so ) to visit, network, and lend a hand with setting things up.
The following schedule is tentative and subject to change without notice!
Saturday

7:30 A.M.
9 A.M.
12:00 noon
1:00 P.M.
4:00-6 P .M.
6:00 P .M.
7:00 P .M.

Shop open
Demos start
Lunch
Demos start
Iron-in-the-Hat and Auction
Roast Beef dinner
Program

Sunday

7:30 A.M.
9:00 A.M.
12:00 noon
1:00 P .M.
4:00 P .M.

Shop open
Demos start
Lunch
Demos start
Clean up

Where to stay: Comfort Inn 8523 Ocean Gateway (Rt. 50) Easton MD 410-820-8333 1-800-228-5150. MASA Group rate
$65.00 + 8% tax = $70.20 Must make reservation by 12/11/01 You may cancel up to 6:00 P .M. that night
Days' Inn 7018 Ocean Gateway (Rt. 50) Easton MD 410-822-4600 1-800-329-7666. MASA Group rate $59.00 + 8% tax =
$63.72. Can book up to the night needed You may cancel up to 6:00 P .M. that night. You can try calling the 800 number
for either place to see if you can get a better deal.

Directions
From the west: Take Route 50 East across the Chesapeake Bay Bridge and stay on Route 50 to Easton if you are going to
the hotel first. If you are going directly to the Fann, stay on Route 50 until you get to Route 404 East, turn left onto Route
404 East and go about 5 miles to the first traffic light and turn right onto Route 309 (between Shell and Royal Farm). Proceed to stop sign (about 200 yards), go straight across and into the town of Queen Anne to the next stop sign. Turn right
(you are now about 5 miles from the farm) and proceed on Route 303 South. You go down the hill around the bend and
straight ahead up the hill and you will be on 303 South. About 2.2 miles out, Route 303 takes a hard right, but you go
straight on to Lewistown Road. Keep doing another 2.3 miles and the farm is on the right.
From Easton: Take Route 328 East (between Pizza Hut and Hardees) and go 7 miles and turn left on Lewistown Road. The
Farm is 21h miles on the left. Lewistown Road only goes to the left and is just past Faith Drywall on the left and Bullock on
the right.
From Eastern PA and NJ: Take 301 South to Route 213 South to Route 50 East and follow Route 50 to Easton if you are
going to the hotel. To get to the fann, proceed South on Route 213 about 1 mile and turn left on Route 309 South. About 9
miles you will come to a traffic light on Route 404. Proceed through the intersection and follow the directions from the
west, listed above.
From Delaware: Take Route 404 West to Denton, cross the Choptank River and turn left on to Route 328 toward Easton.
Stay on Route 328 for 9 miles and turn right on to Lewistown Road. The Farm is 21h miles on the left.
November/December 2001
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Minutes of the Meeting
09/09/01
Meeting called to order: 7:43
Keith Kuck presiding
Pat McGuire stated that there was a work
day for Loudon Heritage Blacksmith Shop on
October 6.
No business discussed, business meeting
adjourned .
George Anderton and Bill Wojcik presented
a demonstration of Chisel making.
George discussed making chisels punches,
one for making rectangular holes, one for tapered holes.
Decarbonization- removing the carbon from
steel, causing the steel to be difficult to
harden.
Pat McGuire nearly lost his head in an attempt to
calculate the flue pressure required to evacuate
the Loudon Heritage Blacksmith Shop.

Ken Zastrow and
George McConnell
assisted Pat
McGuire with the
installation of a
chimney for the
new forge. Ten
inch pipe supplied
via Bill Wojcik was
used for the fifteen
foot stack. Ken designed a chimney
cap and egress for
the pipe.

Quip- "If a good edge you must win, you
must forge thick and grind thin."
Bill Wojcik- using a 3/8" allen wrench, heating it and hammering on a swedge block
produced a curved punch, shape and grind
the edge.
Several chisels were produced during the
demo.
Show and tell:
Bill Wojcik- Steel from the National Cathedral a piece of (?Black Diamond) octagonal
shaped steel.
someone brought 2 Octagonal vases that he
made of aluminum and copper
Roger Amidon will be having a demo on Saturday the 14th of September and showed a
Bowie style knife that he fashioned favored
by the re-enactors.
Tina Chisena brought samples that she
made at Touchstone using powdered metals.
Lenny Mills brought 2 hammers that he had

Photos by GM
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forged and a cross out of Copper buss bar.
John Stapko brought pieces of steel and the
manual sheets showing how the steel is cut
and used.

Shop Master is out of town, anyone needing assistance with the forge, contact George Anderton
or any board member.
Luray Days is October 6 and 7.

Chris Worsley showed a can of shaping
tools for Copper Repousse' made from Rail
Road spikes.

The weekend of October 13 and 14, Colvin Run
Mill, Partletts Farm and Cherry Hill.

Minutes of the Meeting 9/21/01

The All Blacksmith Christmas show is November 3rd and 4th, bring an item for the auction.

Meeting called to order: 7:40

Pat McGuire asked for help with Claude Moore
Farm work day on the 6th.

Show and Tell:

Keith Kuck presiding
Reading of Minutes postponed
Treasurer's Report: We have money
Old Business: None
New Business: Keith distributed brochures
for the Blacksmith's Journal

Pat McGuire brought a Nantucket Corner Tie
Lenny Mills brought Nailess Mantel Hooks that
he had forged.
The meeting was adjourned for a Rivet Forging
contest.

Schedule of Events:
Luray Days has been changed to October 6
and 7
Partletts Farm and Colvin Run Mill, October
13 and 14th
Pioneer Days October 20
Meeting adjourned for informative demo by
Chris Worsley and Bill Wojcik fashioning animal heads.

Heads made by Chris Worsley and Bill Wojcik.

Minutes of the Meeting 10/5/01
Meeting called to order 7:45
Keith Kuck presiding
Minutes read from September 21 meeting.
Treasurer's report: We have money
Letters and Communications: None
Old Business: Jan Kochansky requested dishes
for the Christmas Dinner, the church will be open
at 5:30, the dinner is scheduled for December 2,
2001
Photos by GM
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Why a Blacksmith Need Never Fear the Devil
Once, near the beginning of time, a village smith
was shoeing a horse at his open-air shop. He made
his heavy anvil ring out a jolly tune with the rhythm
of his hammer-blows as he forged the shoes. The
bellows sighed a chorus as he pumped air into the
fire. Standing quietly near by in the shade of the
large oak tree, the horse and rider waited patiently.
As it happened, the Devil was passing by, and hearing the delightful ringing of the anvil, he was drawn
to see what was causing such music. He stood
watching as the blacksmith pounded out a wonderful
set of new shoes for the horse, while also tapping
lively a jig. The happy horse stood in constrained
anticipation as smith proceeded to nail the shoes
onto its hooves. When the smith finished, the owner
of the horse mounted the steed and took him for a
jog down the road. The horse was so noticeably
happy with these new shoes that it pranced playfully
along, picking up its hooves so lightly that they
seemed barely to touch the ground!
The Devil took note of this; being a hoofed creature
himself, he decided that he too should have a set of
these wonderful shoes. He approached the smith
and ordered him to prepare a set of shoes for him.
The smith realized that this was the Prince of Darkness himself, so he set out to fashion a set of shoes
deserving of the wearer. He made them too small,
trimmed the cloven hooves far too short, and drove
several close nails into the quick of each of the
Devil's hooves. He also clinched them quite heavily
so they would never come off. The Devil, in terrible
pain, lame, and sore of foot, went hobbling away
doomed to suffer for the rest of time. To this day,
whenever Satan hears an anvil ringing he makes a
point to move as far away from the source as possible.
Therefore, remember my smithing friends, when
ever you are in the shop, even if it is just to plan
your day or sweep the floor (by all means before
you light the fire), be sure to ring your anvil at least
one time before you start to work. You will find
your luck better, your fire cleaner, and your welds
quicker, but most of all, you will burn fewer of your
pieces. Armed with this simple knowledge, no smith
need fear the Devil (unless he be foolish enough to
strike cold iron or under-charge for his work, of
course)!
Author unknown, submitted by Skip (Roberts)

November/December 2001
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Pioneer Days
Gulf Branch Nature Center Open House
Saturday, October 27, 2001
Gulf Branch’s Pioneer days took place on a beautiful fall day that was a bit on the cool side, but
pleasant. The Nature Center personnel had the
log cabin open with a fire in the fire place. A
wooden toy sales table was doing a brisk business, an apple butter operation was in full swing,
there was an impressive display of early farm
tools, a candle making operation was going full
swing, and a corn husk doll making table was receiving considerable attention. Our forge was
open and the joint was buzzing when people
started arriving at noon.
Charlie Perticari was turning out C-scrolls that
were handles for cheese slicers he was making as
gifts. As it turned out, Charlie wound up being
the star of the show and rose to the occasion and
did a beautiful job of explaining what he was doing to the visitors who had dropped by and became interested in the activities. Jan Kochansky
was there with a set of tools which he wanted to
use, but had to leave early because of an important engagement. Lee-Ann Lewis was on hand
making coffee and puttered around in a makeshift kitchen she had going while she helped
Charlie explain the blacksmithing that was taking
place. George Anderton initially was cutting up
some old coil spring stock into about eight-inch
lengths for the purpose of making forge tools out
of them. He saw what Charlie was doing and
made him a bending jig to speed up the process
of making cheese slicers. Then, towards the end
of the afternoon, the talk turned to Frows and
George wound up making one out of a piece of
bar stock. He also had to make a drift for the handle out of the end of an axle, and did an impressive job of welding to form the hole for the handle.
Phil Heath dropped by with an impressive splint
and a neat bandage on one of his index fingers
that was the result of a kick-back accident at a
table saw where he worked. He lent a lot of support to the action taking place, but could only
watch. There was a slow, but steady number of
visitors dropping by the forge who showed good
interest in our work, and it took all of us to exNovember/December 2001

plain to them what was going on. Late in the afternoon, Arlington Fire Department personnel
showed up complete with rakes and fire extinguishers answering a citizens report that some
boys were lighting fires in the park. We passed
muster after they looked over the forge, were
then invited to taste some apple butter by the
Park Department people and they quickly left us
for apple butter. Everything considered, it was an
interesting afternoon and an enjoyable experience.
Tug Tuggle

At the October 19th meeting Bill Wojcik demonstrated making an oak leaf.

On November 2nd Tom Coker demonstrated
copper fold forming at the guild meeting.

The Blacksmiths’ Guild of the Potomac
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Art & Metal Co., Inc
"YOUR PURE IRON SUPPLIER"
243 Franklin Street (route 27), Hanson, MA 02359
http:/ /www .artandmetal.com CALL (781) 2944446 FAX (781) 294-4477
Hours are from 8am to 5pm Monday thru Friday
Art & Metal Company will be stocking a full
range of round bar, rectangles, square bar and
sheet at our
Hanson, Massachusetts location starting January
2000. Its' superiority is malleability due to it's
physical properties *Great malleability that eases
forging *Excellent cold working properties
(possibilities to stretch it without breaks)
*Excellent weld ability (because of it's high purity,
Pure Iron has excellent welding qualities. It can be
forge welded on the anvil, welded using gas torch
& arc welding methods. Finished welds require no
subsequent heat treatment. We have a 50 lb minimum per order and this can consist of 2-3 sizes to
make 50 lbs. We also will be accepting American
Express, Master Card, or Visa for payments.
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Some displays at the All Blacksmiths Christmas Show

Pat McGuire

Roger Amidon

Bill Wojcik

November/December 2001
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President's Message
September 2001
Dear Chapter Officers and Members,
The blacksmithing community has been busy on the chapter level since I wrote my last letter. CanIron III, sponsored by the Western Canadians and the Saskatchewan Crafts Council, held at the Western Development Museum, North Battleford, Saskatchewan was a wonderful conference in the tradition of the previous CanIrons. Canada has come a long way in spirit and organization with just three conferences and are looking to further extend
their organizations' reach and educational opportunities. More on that in the next issue of The Anvil's Ring. John
and Nancy Little from Canada, Mike and Robin Boone from the US, Bob and Mary Patrick from the US, and
Shona Johnson and Peter Hill from Scotland were just some of the demonstrators. Many other demonstrators
showed their best stuff and innovations, and all attendees had a great time and learned much. Dorothy Stiegler
and Will Hightower were also there, showing ABANA support of the conference and the smithing community to
the north. CanIron IV will be hosted by the Ontario Artist Blacksmith Association in July 2003 at McMaster University, Hamilton, Ontario. Based on the past three, this one will only be better, and there have been many others
and even more to come. Check out the ABANA web site, chapter newsletters and other calendars for more events
during this productive and busy fall season. I got a chance to attend a fund raiser for Peter's Valley Craft Education Center, the Wrought Iron Conference in Dover, DE, and other meetings of the NJ and PA chapters. All great
events. There never has been more activities than now.
The Boy Scouts have re-instituted blacksmithing in their merit badge program. The new metalwork merit badge
includes blacksmith, founder, silversmith and sheet metal mechanic/tinsmith as options to pursue after completing
introductory requirements to learn about metallurgy. The requirements and more information will be listed on the
ABANA web site soon. To become a merit badge counselor, contact your local Boy Scout Council (listed in the
phone book) or go to www.scouting.org, then local chapters, and then use the local chapter locator to find the
chapter nearest you. They can give you information on becoming merit badge counselor, or drop me a line and I
will help. More information will be in the latest Hammer's Blow and also in the upcoming Fall The Anvil's Ring.
The ABANA library is getting a new home. The National Ornamental Metal Museum in Memphis, TN is raising
funds through a capital campaign for their new library. To be housed in the "White Building" on site this library
will be the best metal arts library in the world when finished. As part of their mission, the River Bluff Forge
Council is holding an auction in conjunction with Repair Days on 20 October at the Museum to support the Museum's campaign. Money raised will be matched by an anonymous charitable organization. For more information
contact the Museum at (901) 774-6389 (www.metalmuseum.org) or RBFC president Richard Carr at (901) 8724009. And if possible join many fellow smiths at Repair Days. The event is lots of fun, fellowship, food, and
work for a worthwhile cause.
As I write this, the news of the World Trade Center, Pentagon and hijacking terrorist attacks today casts a painful
and somber pall over all that Americans, indeed all decent persons in the world, think and do. Please remember
all those involved and affected in your thoughts and prayers over the coming days and months. God Bless America.
Safe and Productive Forging
Doug Learn
ABANA President
121 Pebble Woods Drive
Doylestown, PA 18901-2907
cjfdlearn@mindspring.com
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Chapter Liaison Letter

Artist-Blacksmiths’ Association of North America, Inc.
PO Box 816, Farmington, GA 30638 USA
706-310-1030 tel 706-769-7147 fax
abana@abana.org; www.abana.org
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2002 ABANA CONFERENCE JUNE 5-9, 2002, LA CROSSE WISCONSIN
¾
¾
¾
¾
¾

The centerpiece of the conference is five pavilions
Japanese Pavilion.
European Pavilion.
International Pavilion.
American Traditional Pavilion.
American Contemporary Pavilion.

¾
¾
¾
¾

Additional attractions
Hands on teaching station.
Pavilion of other craft demonstrations.
Joe Straley and his steam powered trip hammer.
Tailgaters by the score.

More from The New York State Designer Blacksmiths
¾ In addition to their ring project, they are sponsoring a chapter flag project. For information see the
summer issue of Hammer’s Blow or contact Al Butlak, butlak1@mindspring.com.
OTHER NEWS
Not too long ago we sent to all chapters for feedback our proposed list of mutual responsibilities. We received one reply! Shortly thereafter we sent to all chapters for feedback a proposal
for a program whereby chapters may share their successful programs with all chapters. We received one reply! Never the less, we will continue to develop this program of sharing successful activities and give chapters the details on how a chapter may participate.
Before the end of the year we will send to all chapters information on yet another new program-this one on improving ABANA/Chapter communication. Ask your president to discuss the
program, when it is received, with your board and membership and return your input of ideas to
us. We are trying hard to consult with the chapters in establishing these programs rather than
unilaterally making the program decisions. This can be accomplished only if we all do our part.
Bob Fredell, Chairman
Member Services Committee
3500-45 Avenue South
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55406-2927
(612) 721-2298
fredell@frostbit.com
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BGOP Membership Application and Renewal
Name

Home Phone

Address

Work Phone

City

State

Zip

I am a member of ABANA, The Artist Blacksmiths Association of North America  ڤYes  ڤNo

 ڤNew Member—$30 or 3 yrs—$60

 ڤRenewal—$20 or 3 yrs—$55

 ڤLife—$300

Make check payable to: BGOP

Mail check and Member application to: George T. Anderton, 5325 Ringold Place,
Springfield VA 22151

To Ch ain Bridg e, Rt
123 an d Gle be R d

G ulf B ran ch Nature C enter
360 8 N . Milita ry R oad
Arling to n VA 22 207
7 03-3 58-340 3
BGOP
s h op

Military
Road

Nature
C enter
P arking
L og
C ab in

To Lorcu m La ne, R t 2 9,
Spo ut R un and Geo rge
Wa s hing ton Parkw ay

Name:
Address:
City:
State:
Country:

E-mail:
Www url:
Phone:
Fax:

Zip/PC:

Credit Card Information

Type of Membership
ڤRenewal

ڤNew Member

Card#

 ڤRegular—$45
 ڤContributing—$100
 ڤStudent—$35
 ڤLibrary—$35
 ڤSenior (65+) -$40  ڤOverseas Air —$80
 ڤOverseas surface -$60
ABANA Chaper Affiliation:
Application may also be made at the ABANA

M
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 ڤVisaڤ
M a s t e r c a r d
Expiration Date:

Submit check, money order (US banks only), or by credit card:

LeeAnn Michell
PO Box 816
P

A

P

P
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