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George Anderton brought an axe to the 3 Aug meeting.  Forged in the same way as the Senegalese smith’s. The axe 
has a tapered poll that seats into the wooden handle. The hole in the handle was burned using a tool Dave Murphy 
made                                                                                                                                Photo by Dick Smith 
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2007 Officers & Board of 
Directors  

Shop Rules And Etiquette 
The Guild shop is available for use by members in 
good standing whenever the Nature Center park is 
open.  The shop is locked, so call the shopmaster or a 
board member for access. Follow all safety rules. 
Record the number of visitors on the log sheet near 
door.   
Please observe the following rules and etiquette: 
♦ Bring safety glasses and wear them. Work in a safe 

manner at all times. 
♦ Clean the shop before and after you work. 
♦ Empty firepots and dump ash gate after each use to 

minimize corrosion. 
♦ Dump cold ashes in the ash dump outside, at the side 

of the shop. 
♦ Place tools back in their proper places. 
♦ Dress bar ends which you have cut, to be ready for the 

next user. 
♦ Clean the shop before you leave, and carry out trash 

which you create. 
♦ Always turn out the lights and lock up when leaving. 
♦ Bring your own material for personal projects. Shop 

stock is for learning and practice. 
♦ No alcoholic beverages on park property. 

ABANA affiliates may reprint portions that are not 
individually copyrighted, so long as credit is given to 
original source. Any other publication by prior 
arrangement with president of BGOP. The 
Blacksmiths’ Guild of the Potomac, Inc, its officers, 
members, and editorial staff specifically disclaim any 
responsibility for damages or injuries that occur as a 
result of the use in any way of any information 
contained in this newsletter.  Send articles to               
bgopnewsletter@gmail.com.  

Committees & Assignments 
 

10 Yr Plan ………...Dave Murphy,    Chair.…301-229-5794 
 

Corporation………..Fay LeCompte,  Chair….540-743-1812 
 

Scholarships……...Fay LeCompte,  Chair..…540-743-1812 
 

Demonstrations..Jan Kochansky………...…...301-432-7734 
 

Meeting Raffle……Tom Coker…………..……...301-942-8573 
 

Hotline……………….Charlie Perticari…………...……..301-982-9430 
 

Library……………….Steve Crist………..………….703-754-9678 
 

Membership……...Fred (Hop)Long………...….301-942-6177 
 

Web Master …...…Dick Smith ……..…………..301-309-2289 
 

Newsletter/Guest Editor. Katie Dunn………….....703-435-4254 

Scholarship Applications  
Scholarship applications are available on the web at 
www.bgop.org.  Completed forms should be sent 
to Fay LeCompte III, 1016A East Main Street, Luray, 
Va.  

The Newsletter is mailed to members six times a year, Ini-
tial membership is $35 or three years for $75.  Renewals 
are $25 for one year or $70 for three years.  Membership 
applications and renewals may be sent to Fred Long, 5309 
Bangor Dr.  Kensington Md 20895-1106.  Check payable to 
BGOP.  

©2006 Blacksmiths’ Guild of the Potomac, Inc., and as copyrighted by individual contributors. 
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CLOTHING SALES 
Support your guild!. In addition to t- shirts, we have caps 

of many colors, pins, tote bags in two sizes and       
blacksmith cook books.  To place an order or inquire 

about what the guild has in inventory,                       
contact Pat McGuire.                                            

Also                                                       
New guild shirts/hats patches are now available at only 

$5 each!! Size and colors are identical to the older patch.                  
For more information                                           

or to purchase see Fred "Hop" Long.  

             CONTENTS 
3 - Upcoming Events 
4 - Presidents message, Schedule  
          /Tips from the Forge master     
7 - Classes, New guild members 
          Selections from the library 
8- Forging a hammer 
9 - Fixing tools 
12-  Know your materials 
13 -  Paper roll holder 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
September 8, 2007 - MASA fall conference  
Held at the Tuckahoe Steam Association grounds: 
Easton MD. 
 
September 15, 2007 Frontier Culture Museum Ham-
mer-In, Staunton, Virginia  9am-5pm, 540-332-7850 
www.frontier.virginia.gov 
 
September 21-23, 2007 SOFA Quad-State Confer-
ence Southern Ohio Forge Association 
Demos, tailgating, etc. held in Troy, Ohio (near Day-
ton) at the Miami Fairgrounds 
http://sofablacksmiths.org/conference2006.html 

October  6-7 2007 Page County Heritage Festival 
(Columbus Day Weekend) 
Luray, Virginia  includes blacksmithing demos, steam 
show, crafts, etc 

October 13, 2007 Festival of the Building Arts Na-
tional  Building Museum, 10:00-4:30 pm  (BGOP co-
ordinator-George Anderton)                                                     
401 F Street NW,Washington, DC 20001 phone 202 
272-2448 
"As many as 30 master craftspeople will reveal the 
secrets of their trades and the building arts through 
demonstrations and hands-on activities suitable for 
adults and young people."  
www.nbm.org 

October 13   Festival of the Building Arts                                         
National Building Museum, Washington, DC 

October 13-14, 2007 Southern Maryland Farm Life 
Festival  
John K. Parlett, Sr. Farm Life Museum New Market 
Turner Road, Charlotte Hall, MD 

 

October 20, 2007 Aldie Harvest Festival  10-4:30 
Aldie, Va., 20105 703-327-4060 An annual harvest cele-
bration featuring craft and antiques dealers, Civil War 
reenactments, blacksmithing demonstrations, mill tours, 
a rubber duck derby, live music and food. Aldie is located 
on Route 50, one mile west of Route 15. 
www.nvrpa.org/aldiemill.html 

October 20 2007 Pioneer Day-Gulf Branch Nature Center 
1-5 pm - arrive early to set up for demo—note that  parking lot 
is closed 
no rain date - call 703-228-4400 after 8:00 a.m. for a recorded 
message about cancellation.       

Oct 27-28 Shaping Hot Iron:Blacksmithing in Historic    Bethle-
hem see Master Blacksmiths Randy McDaniel and Tom 
Turtzo as well as a speech by ABANA president Clare 
Yellin.  The workshop will also feature an 
iron-in-the-hat as well as a tour of Historic Bethlehem's 
Gemeinhaus, home to colonial wrought iron work.  Cost 
for the weekend is  $40 for those who 
pre-register by October 14th, $50 for those who register 
on the weekend of the event. 
additional questions or to register please call Marsha 
Fritz, at 610-882-0450 ext 19.         
 

Nov 3-4 Blacksmith and Friends Derwood Christmas 
Show 10am-4pm          Agricultural Farm Park 18400 
Muncaster rd, Derwood MD 20855 
Displays and sales of blacksmithing as well as other 
crafts and activities typical of the farm. Contact Bob Mor-
ris for information and registration forms.www.mc-
mncppc.org/parks/facilities/ag_farm.shtm  

Dec 1 BGOP Annual Holiday Party 5:30 setup 6 PM dinner  
Church of the Covenant 2666 Military road Arlington VA  
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Meeting Schedule 
 
August 17   Elementary Forging -- Hooks  
          and Story Board 
August 31   Board Meeting 
September 7   Bells – Dick Smith;  
                             Board Nominations Open 
September 21   Cutting Steel 
October 5   Forge Welding 
October 19   Garden Tools – Phil Heath;  
                              Board Nominations Close 
November 2   Strap Hinges – Phil Heath 
November 16   Holiday Items 
December 8   Annual Dinner 
December 21   Open Forge 

President’s Message 
 

 Well scary as it may sound, I just went 
to a high school class reunion that was jointly 
held by my class and my wife Gaynell’s 
class.  Our school was Yorktown High School 
which is where a lot of the kids that live 
around Gulf Branch Nature Center go or will 
go to high school.  It was nice seeing friends 
from the long past, some I had not seen since 
graduation so many years ago. It was with 
great surprise that so many had kids as young 
as my son Kevin who will turn 7 at the end of 
August.  Those of you that have known me 
for many years I know will be surprised that 
that little boy running around at the Christmas 
party is now 7.  How the time has flashed by.   
 It was because of this class reunion 
that I was not able to make it out to support 
the Guild at the Frying Pan Park event held 
this past weekend. But, I will say the weather 
did not forget us as it has done for many 
years at Frying Pan Park because it was 
HOT.  As I was thinking about the event I re-
member the year that the Snapple truck came 
around Saturday afternoon and supplied us 
with as many glass bottles of Snapple as we 
could carry. It really saved us as it was as hot 
then as it was this weekend.   
This event is one of the biggest events we 
have when it comes to the little kids. They are 
everywhere and it is neat to grab their atten-
tion, even if it is just for the 30-90 seconds 
those kids stay on any one thing. As I have 
seen in my own son, that 30-90 seconds will 
be burned in their memory for the rest of their 
lives.  That initial look at that coal fire, the 
smells, the sight of that red hot piece of metal 
being removed from the fire and the sounds 
of the smith beating on it with a hammer on 
the anvil are what those kids will remember. 
No, they won’t remember the old man or the 
young looking smith who tells the kids what 
he is doing, so it not us they will remember 
but they will have been exposed to the magi-
cal skills of a blacksmith.   
 

TIPS FROM OUR  
FORGE MASTER 

 
Put a mesh basket in the slack tub so when you 
drop that little bit in their you just pull out the    
basket and their it is  

 That is what we all work for when we do 
these events. It is not only to sell our stuff. 
(Though a few things sold would help to buy an 
extra bag of coal) It is making those sights and 
sounds, and our chance to have some small influ-
ence on the future of the world or the future of 
these kids by exposing them to some real history of 
the fine crafts and the importance the blacksmiths 
in America have had on the development of the 
country and the world we live in today. That is why 
I do love blacksmithing.  The people that are in-
volved in blacksmithing do it not just for themselves 
but the chance to keep the art, the passion, the 
history, and ability to turn round stock to square 
with just some heat and a hammer on an anvil.   
 Hope you have all had a great summer and 
had the chance to feel good about those 30-90 sec-
onds you got from a little kid in the audience.   
Oh, since you’re all guessing, it was my 26th high 
school reunion. 
 
Keith E. Kuck 
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Well it’s now possible.  Effective      
immediately you can chose to receive 
an electronic copy of the Newsletter.  
Its as simple as logging into your 
email and clicking “download attachment”  or if you prefer, we 
can send you a link to our website.  Just click on the link and it will take you to 
the Newsletter, then read it, or save it to your files or, if you want, print out a 
hardcopy.    

   
    Think it sounds like a good idea but your not                
    convinced???? Why not try it RISK FREE   …..that’s 

right RISK FREE   We’ll keep you on our paper mailing copy list 
AND  add you to either our email or our link list for a couple of months while 
you make sure it will really work for you.  What to do have to loose?! 
 
To sign up or ask questions about this amazing new possibility simply email 
BGOPnewsletter@gmail.com from the address you’d like to receive your copy of 
the Newsletter at.  Just  give me your name and let me know if you’d like an 
email copy or just to be sent the link and if you want to stay on the paper mail-
ing list.      

All you need is an internet connection and email to 
make it all possible 

RISK FREE 

Do you have piles and piles of old newsletters  

                      cluttering up your shop??? 
Would you like to get all the photos  in color??? Don’t you hate it when you want to 

try a project in the newsletter but 

you can’t find your copy, or don’t 

want to destroy your only copy 

while working in the forge…. Wouldn’t it be nice to always have a copy of the newsletter on your computer...you could just look up an issue, or print out a project when you need it??? 
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The Jackson County Green Energy Park is seeking applicants for tenant studio spaces in its Blacksmith Village. 
As part of its business incubator efforts, JCGEP offers equipped studio spaces, free landfill gas for fuel, and pro-
fessional development including business classes and workshops on tool-making and advanced smithing tech-
niques.  
 The unique forges at JCGEP are the first in the U.S. to be fired with methane gas from a former landfill. 
The forges are, three-burner natural gas forge, modified for use with landfill gas. Forge temperatures to date 
have reached 2300 F. With a heat zone over a foot long and the capacity to open on three sides, our forges 
offer access for long and odd-shaped pieces. The smithy includes three forges, plasma cutter, welders, torches, 
and more. Future plans for the Blacksmith Village include office spaces, retail gallery, and exhibit space.  
 Three blacksmith studio spaces will be offered on 6-month to 3-year terms. Tenant spaces will be 
awarded through a juried committee, with applications reviewed each month. Blacksmiths of all experience lev-
els are encouraged to apply. Anyone interested is invited to come visit and tour the facility.  
 The JCGEP has already won several statewide and national awards, including the 2006 Project of the 
Year award from the Environmental Protection Agency. We anticipate that the growing reputation of the Park, 
along with its proximity to Dillsboro (a widely-known tourist destination for heritage arts), will help promote the 
artists and their work, and support their economic development.  

 

Terms:  Monthly rent for blacksmith studios is $400/mo. Residencies may last a maximum of three (3) years, 
with annual review/renewal. 
Rent includes: Methane gas; on-site welding and machining equipment; artist’s info and work posted on GEP 
website; merchandise space in the (future) retail gallery; possible business skills classes. 
Not included in rent: Electricity, supplies, telephone, lodging, meals. 
Location: JCGEP is located in the Dillsboro community of western North Carolina, 50 miles west of Asheville. 
Contact info: To inquire about studio spaces or for more information, contact Jackson County Green Energy 
Park Assistant Director, Carrie Blaskowski at 828-631-0271 or cbsanks@yahoo.com  
For more information about the Jackson County Green Energy Park, visit: 
www.greenenergypark.org  

   I wanted to take just a moment to say hello and introduce you to a new event that is 
being held this fall in Leesburg, VA. We are hosting Court and Market Day on October 20, 2007 and this event 
encompasses the history of Leesburg and Northern Va. We are looking for a blacksmith demonstrator or trader 
for this event and thought the Blacksmith Guild of Central MD might be a great fit!  We are looking to feature 
historically significant products that could have been found during the time period of 1750-1825. We will be set-
ting up different types of demonstrators, including pottery throwing, sheep shearing and many others. Black-
smithing would be a wonderful addition to our line-up. 

As the coordinator of this event, I wanted to extend a personal invitation to consider joining us for this event. I 
would be happy to answer any questions you might have about the event and provide you with an application 
should you decide to join us!  

If you would like to demonstrate please contact Rachel Goodwin at RGoodwin@leesburgva .gov 

Best Regards,  

Rachael Goodwin 

New Event 

Blacksmith Studio Space for Rent 
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Blacksmithing Books Online 

By Steve Crist  08/07  

The United Kingdom created COSIRA (the Council for 
Small Industries in Rural Areas) to provide training for 
craft workers in the United Kingdom. It later became 
the Countryside Agency and is now called the Com-
mission for Rural Communities. While the national 
crafts training program is now delivered by the Here-
fordshire College of Technology, the Commission for 
Rural Communities maintains an online library of pub-
lications that provide guides for people training in a 
range of traditional rural crafts. We have a hardbound 
copy of all the blacksmithing related publications in 
the BGOP library. The following is a list of blacksmith-
ing related publications that can be downloaded from 
the Commission for Rural Communities. The web site 
resides at: http://www.countryside.gov.uk/
LAR/archive/publications/craftpublications.asp 
 

The Blacksmith’s Craft 
This book, first published in 1952, aimed to meet the 
needs of craftsmen, technical schools and apprentices 
training at the time. Today this book continues to be a 
valuable resource for those studying and working in 
the blacksmiths craft. 

The Blacksmith’s Manual Illustrated 
This version is a reprint of the Blacksmith's Illustrated 
Guide, originally published in 1930. The complete text 
has been reproduced with new pages on temperature 
and measurement conversions and safety added to 
the back of the book. 
Wrought Ironwork: a manual of instruction for 
craftsmen 
The techniques in this book are shown by sequences 
of photographs with concise explanations which are 
intended to supplement instruction on the anvil. It is 
hoped this clear and practical method will help the 
smith to achieve the highest standard of work. 
Catalogue of Drawings: Wrought Ironwork 
Gates 
This publication of wrought ironwork designs should 
prove invaluable as a reference and working tool to all 
those involved in forgework - or interested in the his-
tory of blacksmithing. 
Catalogue of Drawings for Wrought Ironwork   
This "Catalogue of Drawings for Wrought Ironwork" is 
presented in 15 sections. Drawings include door furni-
ture, fire side furniture, lighting, grilles, sundials, sign 
stands and brackets, and many more. 
Metals for Engineering Craftsmen 
A book written to enhance the small users apprecia-
tion and understanding of the structure and properties 
of metals. 

Welcome to our newest guild 
members       

 
The following people have joined since January 

of this year 
     
729 Donald Cartmell         of Arlington VA 
730 Edson Cartmell           of Arlington VA 
731 James Crawford         of Fairfax VA 
732 Dustin Mace              of Washington DC 
733 Jeremiah Murphy       of Cabin John MD 
734 Cynthia Combs          of Arlington VA 
735 Brad Bickford            of Washington DC 
736 Scott D Adams           of Remington VA 
737 Nathan M Powell        of Catlett VA 
738 Kevin Kubera             of Arlington VA 
739 Andy Yoder                of Indian Head,MD 
740 Robert Dixon-Gumm   of Rockville MD           
741 Lee Thompson        of Manassas Va 

From our Library CLASSES 
 

Touchstone Center for Crafts,  southwestern PA  
www.touchstonecrafts.com 
 
 

Penland School of Crafts ,   northwestern NC  
www.penland.org 

John C. Campbell Folk School,  southwestern NC  
www.folkschool.com 

Peters Valley ,   northwestern NJ  
www.pvcrafts.org 

Arrowmont School of Arts & Crafts,                          
eastern Tennessee  
www.arrowmont.org 

Haystack Mountain School of Crafts,  Maine  
www.haystack-mtn.org 

New England School of Metalwork,  Maine  
www.newenglandschoolofmetalwork.com 

Bill Pieh Resource for Metalwork, Arizona  
http://www.horseshoes.com/supplies/alphabet/
piehtoolco/linksandresources/workshops/
billpiehworkshop.htm 
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Catalogue of Drawings: Weathervanes 
Over 200 designs for weathervanes are included 
ranging from the classic cockerel weathervane de-
sign to the more whimsical: St George, the mad 
hatter, pigs, fish, dogs of all shapes and sizes, sail-
ing ships, cars, witches and of course, blacksmiths. 
 
Decorative Ironwork 
The information contained in this book is aimed at 
the specialist ironworker and will assist trainees to 
gain a better understanding of their craft. 

 

Historic Bethlehem will 
hold a Blacksmith’s    

workshop on October 27 and 28, 2007.  Shaping Hot 
Iron:  Blacksmithing in Historic Bethlehem will take place 
in the 1750/1761 Smithy, located in Historic Bethlehem’s 
Colonial Industrial Quarter.  
        Highlights include studio demonstrations from  
Master Blacksmiths Randy McDaniel and Historic     
Bethlehem’s own Tom Turtzo.  Clare Yellin,            
granddaughter of world-renowned Blacksmith Samuel 
Yellin and president of the Artists Blacksmith Association 
of North America, will deliver a keynote speech.       
Participants will also receive a guided tour of the      
Moravian Museum of Bethlehem’s iron work.   
        Tom Turtzo, Master Blacksmith and coordinator of 
Historic Bethlehem’s 1750/1761 Smithy is thrilled to be 
one of the event’s hosts.  “Its very good that we’re   
doing this because it’s going to be a continuing         
education experience.  Our workshop in 2003 was the 
first time in 200 years that we had a grouping of Black-
smiths on that site,” said Turtzo. 
        Metal work is a long-standing tradition in         
Bethlehem, dating back to the Moravian founders to 
today.  Turtzo believes that it’s important to continue 
the art of metal working and looks forward to continuing 
to     educate current and future blacksmiths. “Even 
though the Steel is gone, metal working has been a  
tradition in Bethlehem and it is important to keep that 
going,” Turtzo explained.   
        Shaping Hot Iron:  Blacksmithing in Historic     
Bethlehem will allow blacksmiths of today to learn about 
and continue the art that began many generations ago. 
        Historic Bethlehem is a not-for-profit institution 
that brings to life three centuries of American history.  
Historic Bethlehem tells the story of a small town of 
great influence, home to our nation’s earliest settlers, to 
America’s first municipal water pumping system and to 
one of the world’s greatest industrial companies.       
        Historic Bethlehem is located in Eastern           
Pennsylvania, only a 1.5 hour drive from Philadelphia to 
the South and New York City to the North.  Historic 
Bethlehem is honored to be an affiliate member of the 
Smithsonian Institution. For more information please call 
610-691-6055 or visit www.historicbethlehem.org. 
 
 

Press Release 
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        Fixing Tools  
Demo by Bill Wojcik 
Photos by Dick Smith 
Article by Katie Dunn 
PEG info by George Anderton 
 
Due to the number of new guild members, we decided to do basic les-
son on tool repair.  Hopefully our experienced smiths will find some 
helpful tricks in here as well 
 
Hammers: 
    Broken Handle: 

 
The first thing you need to do is get rid of 
the old handle.  Take a saw and remove all 
the wood sticking out of the hammer head.  
Hold your hammerhead over the top of the hardy hole, or put the hammer-
head in the vise.  Using a scrap piece of mild steel, pound the remaining 
wood out of the hammerhead hole.  Don’t use a chisel; it will ruin the 
chisel. 
 
When all the wood comes out, save a piece of the wood for making a wood 
wedge for your new hammer, and save the old metal wedge; it can proba-
bly be used again. 
 
Pick out a handle.  You can get one from the Home Depot, or from lots of 

different internet sites and blacksmithing functions.  Bill only uses pre-
made handles, but you can make your own.  If you’re going to make 
your own, you can shape it yourself, or the spokes from an old wagon 
wheel work great.   
 
If you buy a handle you will notice it has a slit cut into the end that in-
stalls into the hammerhead.  If you make your own handle you need to 
cut this slit into the handle.  It should go with the grain of the handle, 
go across the entire diameter, and be approximately 2” deep. 
 

To install the handle, put the hammerhead upside 
down on the anvil (the bottom often has writing on 
it).  Fit the split end of the handle into the hammer-
head until you can’t push it in anymore.  Then take 
the hammer off the anvil, hold the end of the handle 
(with the hammerhead down and in the air) and hit 
the end of the handle with a WOOD mallet.  If you 
use a metal hammer you’ll break the fibers in the 
end of the wood and cause fractures and possible 
splits latter on.  You are now using inertia, the idea 
that a body at rest tends to stay at rest and a body 
in motion tends to stay in motion.  You are hitting 
the handle; the handle is then in motion, but the 
hammerhead stays at rest, therefore allowing the 
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handle to move through the hammerhead.  Continue hitting with the wood mallet until the handle is 
snug in the hammerhead but stop before the bottom side of the hammerhead starts to curl back the 
wood on the handle (meaning it is too tight).  This once again  could later 
cause splits in the handle.  If curls do occur, take a jack knife and trim 
them away.   
 
Take a saw and cut away any wood sticking up from the top of the ham-
mer.   
 
You now need to either insert a pre-made wood wedge or make a 
wedge from the old hammer handle.  To make a wedge you simply cut 
a piece of wood into a wedge shape (Bill just did this with his jackknife 
as a chisel and a hammer), about 1-2 inches long, about 1” deep and 

¼ inch wide (narrowing towards the                   
bottom).  Insert this wood wedge into  
the split that’s in the handle.   
 
The next step is to insert 2 metal wedges.  You can buy these at the 
hardware store or at a number of online places.  You can also make or 
reuse your old wedges.  Insert the metal wedge perpendicular to the 
wood wedge.  If you put it in the same direction, it will just go into the 
same split as the wood wedge and not help tighten the handle.  Use a 
metal hammer to pound the metal wedge in.  Insert the 2nd metal 

wedge the same way, realizing that since the handle is getting tighter, it will be much harder to 
pound it in.   
 
The last thing to do is make sure the handle length is right.  This is especially important if you are 
replacing a sledge handle.  Pick up the handle and pretend to make a strike.  
Look at the point right behind where your back hand is located.  Cut the han-
dle off here.  This will keep you from getting hurt if you swing and miss, as 
the unused portion of the handle will not be able to hit you.    
 
After cutting off the handle, make sure you bevel the edges of the cut; this 
once again decreases the chances of fissures and the handle splitting.   
 
 
Loose handles:  the following steps are only time extenders; you will even-
tually need a new handle 
•   Put in another metal wedge 
•   Use “PEG”  (Polyethylene glycol) to soak the whole thing (hammer and handle together).  PEG is 

a waxy substance that is used for woodworking and dissolves in water.  It is sold to the wood 
working community as a stabilizer for green wood (that is wood fresh from the tree and un-
dried) .  Green wood absorbs the PEG which replaces the water in the wood and keeps the wood 
from drying out and splitting.  In our case what was suggested is that the hammer handle, with 
head attached, be soaked in a PEG solution for a number of days.  What happens is the waxy 
substance migrates into the cellular structure of the wood and replaces any air, or in the case of 
green wood, any water.  This supports the wood fibers from the inside and causes it to resist be-
ing crushed by the hammer head.  It is not a permanent solution but one that could keep a ham-
mer head tight longer.    

           One possible site to find PEG at is http://www.rockler.com/findit.cfm?page=686&cookietest=1    
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Chisels: 
 Striking end: When the striking end is mushroomed, you 
have 2 choices:  if the mushrooming is small, you can take it to 
the sander or the grinder and put a champer, a bevel, all around 
the top.  If the mushrooming is large, turn it over so the mush-
room is close to the anvil and hit it with a hammer.  This may 
make the mushroom pop off, if not go to sander or grinder.   If 
the mushrooming is really bad, you can take a chop saw and cut it 
off, then take it to the grinder/sander and put a bevel on it.   
 

 
Chisel end:  Hold it in the 
vise, stand at the point end 
and file away from you, using 
a hand file.  If you stand at 
the striking end and file, you 
will cause a burl to be left on the cutting end.  Remember when 
you use a file that it only cuts in one direction.  If you push 
down both  
pulling and pushing, you will ruin its teeth.   
 
 
You don’t need to worry about 
hardening the cutting end, unless 
you are noticing it’s bending 

when you are hitting it, or it won’t hold an edge. 
 
Anvils:  You can sand it and make useful spots, but Bill believes if you 
weld it, you ruin it.   
 
Post Vises:  If you turn the handle to open the jaw of the vise and 
the screw part of the vise moves, but the jaws stay stationary, use  
Gibbs oil!!!! You can get it at the Steam show or on the internet.  Also 
Kroil oil.  (you can get this on amazon.com)  Put it at the bottom joint 
(see arrow) and work the jaws back and forth.   
 
 To stop the ball on the handle from pinching you, use an old 
tire tube.  Cut a circle and punch/cut a hole in the inside that is 
smaller than the size of the handle shaft.  Stretch it over the ball. 
 
When things can’t be saved and  
         miscellaneous notes of wisdom: 
• Grinding wheel:  before using, stick a finger in water, put a mark 

on the wheel, turn the wheel around 1 full time while looking for 
divets.  If you find one don’t use.   

• If a chop saw wobbles or makes banging noise, stop and change the wheel 
• The cutoff wheels for a little handheld grinder…ANY divet at all, throw the wheel away. 
• Don’t wear gloves when using a drill press, if the gloves get caught it’ll twist your hand/finger 

around in the drill.    
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Hoffmann Publications, publishers of the Blacksmith’s Journal, has given special permission for 
this copyrighted material to be reprinted for educational purposes, and that the use of these  
design ideas and published instruction is for individual use only. 
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Name:  
Address:  
City:  
State: Zip/PC:  
Country:  
 

Type of Membership 
 Regular ..........$55  Overseas ...... $65 
 Student...........$45  Contributing ... $100 
 Senior (65+) ...$50  Library ........... $45 

  
ABANA Chaper Affiliation:  
Application may also be made at the ABANA web 
site:  www.abana.org 

M E M B E R S H I P  A P P L I C A T I O N  

   

BGOP Membership Application and Renewal 

New Member— $35 or 3 yrs—$75¨Renewal—$25 or 3 yrs—$70 

 

Name __Home Phone____________________ 

Address __Work Phone ______ 

City State __Zip_____________    

Email Address ________________________________     Age (minimum 16 years)____________    

Blacksmithing Experience ______  ¨Yes ¨No     

                   

I would like to receive the Newsletter by  (circle one)   
                                   Email            link to website                paper copy in the mail 
 
I am a member of ABANA, The Artist Blacksmiths Association of North America  ¨Yes ¨No 
¨ Make check payable to: BGOP 

Mail check and Membership application to:  Fred Long,  
5309 Bangor Dr, Kensington MD 20895-1106 

E-mail:  
www url:  
Phone:  
Fax:  
Credit Card Information  
□Visa □Mastercard
 Expiration Date:  
Card#  
 
Submit check, money order (US banks only), or by credit card:  
 

LeeAnn Mitchell                       abana@abana.org 
ABANA 
PO Box 816 Phone: 706.310.1030 
Farmington GA 30638 Fax: 706.769.7147 



 

Blacksmith’s Guild of the Potomac 
 
c/o Katie Dunn 
531 Merlins Lane 
Herndon VA  20170 
 

Address Correction Requested 

BGOP 
shop Nature 

Center 

Log 
Cabin 

Parking 

Gulf Branch Nature Center 
3608 N. Military Road 
Arlington VA 22207 

703-358-3403 
 
 

To Lorcum Lane, Rt 29, 
Spout Run and George 
Washington Parkway 

To Chain Bridge, Rt 
123 and Glebe Rd 

Military 
Road 

BGOP Meetings 
Guild meetings are held on the first and third Fridays of each month at 7:30 P.M. at the Gulf Branch 
Nature Center, 3608 North Military Road, Arlington VA 22207. Meetings are usually held in the Guild’s 
shop which is located about 50 yards past the Nature Center building on the wooded path. Occasional 
Friday meetings with a speaker or video are held in the Nature Center auditorium. Check the website 
at bgop.org  or call the HOTLINE 703-527-0409 for updates on meetings and events.     


