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Flowers made by Steve Crist.  
One is forged from a round 
piece of 3/16  and the other 
from 11 gauge sheet.  
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The Blacksmiths' Guild of the Potomac, Inc. 

President 

*Keith Kuck (2007)    
5310 Nutting Dr.   
Springfield, Va. 22151 
703-321-8109 

Vice President          
(& Shop Master)      
*Phil Heath (2008)   
4600 S Four Mile Run Dr 
Arlington VA 22204                  
703-671-3134  

Treasurer         
*George Anderton (2009) 
118 Richards Ave    
Winchester VA 22601 
703-321-9737 

Secretary          
*Mike Briskin (2008)
1556 N Bryan St        
Arlington VA 22201   
703-524-2362 

Shop Master              
*Phil Heath  (2008)          
4600s four Mile Run Dr  
Arlington VA  22204                   
703-671-3134 

Shop Rules And Etiquette 
The Guild shop is available for use by members in good 
standing whenever the Nature Center park is open.  The 
shop is locked, so call the shopmaster or a board member 
for access. Follow all safety rules. Record the number of 
visitors on the log sheet near door.   

Please observe the following rules and etiquette: 

♦ Bring safety glasses and wear them. Work in a safe 
manner at all times. 

♦ Clean the shop before and after you work. 
♦ Empty firepots and dump ash gate after each use to 

minimize corrosion. 
♦ Dump cold ashes in the ash dump outside, at the side 

of the shop. 
♦ Place tools back in their proper places. 
♦ Dress bar ends which you have cut, to be ready for 

the next user. 
♦ Clean the shop before you leave, and carry out trash 

which you create. 
♦ Always turn out the lights and lock up when leaving. 
♦ Bring your own material for personal projects. Shop 

stock is for learning and practice. 
♦ No alcoholic beverages on park property. 

ABANA affiliates may reprint portions that are not 
individually copyrighted, so long as credit is given to 
original source. Any other publication by prior 
arrangement with president of BGOP. The Blacksmiths’ 
Guild of the Potomac, Inc, its officers, members, and 
editorial staff specifically disclaim any responsibility for 
damages or injuries that occur as a result of the use in 
any way of any information contained in this newsletter.  
Send articles to bgopnewsletter@gmail.com.  

Committees & Assignments 
10 Yr Plan ….…...Dave Murphy,    Chair...…...301-229-5794 

Corporation………..Fay LeCompte,   Chair…...…..540-743-1812 

Scholarships……...Fay LeCompte,   Chair…..….540-743-1812 

Demonstrations…Jan Kochansky………...………....301-432-7734 

Meeting Raffle…Tom Coker…………..………………..301-942-8573 

Hotline………………...Charlie Perticari…………...………….....301-982-9430 

Library………………...Steve Crist………..………….…...703-754-9678 

Membership………...Fred (Hop) Long……...……..….301-942-6177 

Web Master ……….Dick Smith ..…………….…….301-309-2289 

Newsletter Editor. Katie Dunn………………..…................703-435-4254 

Scholarship Applications  
Scholarship applications are available on the web at 
www.bgop.org.  Completed forms should be sent to: 
Fay LeCompte III, 1016A East Main Street, Luray, Va. 

The Newsletter is mailed to members six times a year, 
Initial membership is $35 or three years for $75.  Re-
newals are $25 for one year or $70 for three years.  
Membership applications and renewals may be sent to 
Fred Long, 5309 Bangor Dr.  Kensington Md 20895-1106.  
Check payable to BGOP.  

©2007 Blacksmiths’ Guild of the Potomac, Inc., and as copyrighted by individual contributors. 

Board Members              

Fred (Hop) Long (2009)  
5309 Bangor Drive          
Kensington MD 20895-1106  
301-942-6177 

Pat McGuire (2008)         
1102 Shannon Pl             
Herndon VA 20170-3506            
703-437-9034 

David Murphy (2009)      
7910 Woodrow Pl           
Cabin John MD 20818-1638   
301-229-5794 

Richard Smith (2007)        
116 South Adams St      
Rockville MD 20850        
301-807-0342 

Bill Wojcik (2007)            
4116 Kingchase Lane               
The Plains VA 20198             
540-253-5121 

 

* Member of the Executive 
Committee 

2007 Officers & Board of Directors  
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NEW TIME:                           
Dec 8 BGOP Annual Holiday Party 5:30 setup           
6 PM dinner  Church of the Covenant, 2666     
Military Road, Arlington VA. 
 

11-13 January, 2008  4th Annual Bill Gichner  
Memorial Hammer In, , Cordova, MD (near 
Easton.)  Limited registration; Fee $35.  Contact: 
JoAnn Bentley, 259 Muddy Fork Rd., Jonesboro, 
TN 37659. (423) 913-1015 
 

23 February 2008  Dan Boone’s Pasture Party      
Call 540-967-3267 or email jmbb1000@aol.com. 
With your name, number coming, address and 
phone number.  Head count needed by 15 Feb.   
 

15 March 2008  Patina Antique Tool Sales and 
Auction show in Damascus, MD.  Tool sale will start 
at 9am, tailgating earlier.  Auction at 2PM. 
 

24-25 March 2008  Joint Meeting at Furnace 
Town.  Near Snow Hill, Maryland.  Contact Mark 
Williams at 410-632-0914. 
 
SAVE THE DATE: 
SPRING FLING 19-20 APRIL 2008  at the        
Ruritan Fairgrounds in Berryville, VA.  Amazing 
demos from Damascus Pattern Welded Steel 
Maker, Craig Barr; Artist Blacksmith, James 
Viste; and Colonial Williamsburg Master Black-
smith, Ken Schwartz.  

                         WEB LINKS 
http;//www.bgop.org 

http://www.grizzly.com/workshopplanner.aspx 

http;//www.Backyardmetalcasting.com 

http://www.1728.com (math & geometry) 

http://memory.loc.gov (images at Library of Congress) 

http://home.earthlink.net/~bazillion/intro.html 

http://www.zoellerforge.com/hammer.html 

             CONTENTS 
 

3 - Upcoming Events / Classes                                      
4 - President’s Message, Schedule / 
          Tips from the Forge master                                   
6 - How to Demonstrate to the Public 
8- Show and Tell                                      
9 - For Your Inspiration    
10-   Mike’s Laser Pointer 
13- Senegal Blacksmith 
15-  Holly Candle Holder                             

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 

 

 
 

CLASSES 

Touchstone Center for Crafts,  southwestern 
PA www.touchstonecrafts.com 

Penland School of Crafts ,   northwestern NC  
www.penland.org 

John C. Campbell Folk School,  southwestern 
NC www.folkschool.com 

Peters Valley ,   northwestern NJ  
www.pvcrafts.org 

Arrowmont School of Arts & Crafts,                          
eastern Tennessee www.arrowmont.org 

Haystack Mountain School of Crafts,  Maine  
www.haystack-mtn.org 

NEW WEBSITE:                                        
New England School of Metalwork,  Maine  
www.newenglandschoolofmetalwork.com 

Bill Pieh Resource for Metalwork, Arizona  
http://www.horseshoes.com/supplies/
alphabet/piehtoolco/linksandresources/
workshops/billpiehworkshop.htm 

March 28-30  16th annual Little Giant Re-
building Seminar.  This hands-on class will help 
transform a 25 LB Little Giant hammer from 
functional but sloppy condition into a well 
tuned, quiet, hard working hammer. No experi-
ence is required.  The class costs $95, re-
fundable up to 7 days prior.  Question email  
Keri Hincker  at   lgiant@alltel.net 
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Meeting Schedule 
November 30  Board Meeting                                  
December 7 NO MEETING                             
December 8 Annual Dinner                              
December 21 Open Forge                                          
January 4  Completion of Sign Bracket                      
January 18 Basic Forging for Demos   
      Drawing out                      
February 1 Basic Forging for Demos   
      Bending and Twisting        
February 15   Basic Forging for Demos     
      Upsetting and Cutting      
February 29  Board Meeting                           
March 7  Basic Forging for Demos             
      Slitting and Drifting                   
March 21 Spring Fling Prep 

 
Where do I start? The year has gone by so 

fast and here we are, getting ready for the holiday 
dinner again. It is just around the corner.  I have 
always tried to understand why the year goes by 
faster when you get older, but throw my son into the 
mix and wow, the time flies.   

This year has been a great year for the 
BGOP with some shop rule changes, some mem-
bers moving, great new members joining, an ever 
expanding and growing website, and old faces we 
have not seen in a long time back at the forge 
again. The 2008 Spring Fling will be our second 
year (really third if you count the party) out at Berry-
ville and we will have 3 forging demonstration sites.   
We are starting the process of getting the paper 
work together for Spring Fling so be on the lookout 
for that.  We are finally through the busiest time of 
the year for demonstrations and this year we have 
done quite a few. The National Building Museum 
and Pioneer Days at the Gulf Branch Nature Center 
were on the same day but we came together and 
had a great showing at both.   

As the New Year begins we have focused 
several regular shop meetings on the basics of 
Blacksmithing and we will emphasize the demon-
strating techniques to help the membership who are 
not as skilled in demonstrating to the public become 
better demonstrators.  We all must be able to inter-
act with the public while safely demonstrating.  We 
cannot just beat on hot steel without explaining 
what we are doing and why we are doing these 
things.  We have some members who are out-
standing demonstrators who will be asked to dem-
onstrate and interact with the members during the 
meetings to help show folks how to communicate 
with the public while working in front of them. I think 
we all can pick up some new ideas and techniques 
to make our demonstrations better.   

It is with great sadness that I will not be with 
you all for the Holiday Dinner and meeting as I will 
be in El Paso, Texas (Fort Bliss) for work. After that, 
Gaynell and I, my sister and brother-in-law will meet 
up in Las Vegas for pleasure.  In all the years I 
have been a member I don’t think I have missed but 
maybe two holiday dinners if that. The holiday din-
ner has always been a great time to get together 
and I will miss not being there. Maybe you can get 
some of the members who remember having the 
dinner in the Nature Center to recount those eve-
nings where you really got to know the person sit-
ting next to you. Ask them if it was a little different 

TIPS FROM OUR  
FORGE MASTER 

back then!  We are going to get all of the 
board issues resolved before the dinner and 
one of the board members will be making the 
announcements at the dinner.  

Lastly, it has been a great pleasure to 
be the President of the Guild and I hope I 
have represented the Guild membership as 
best as I could. The Guild has a great mem-
bership and a great group on the Board. They 
are all outstanding individuals.  Dick Smith, we 
appreciate your serving on the board and all 
the work you have done. Everyone go check 
out our website at WWW.BGOP.ORG.  
 
             
Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays! 
     
 Keith E. Kuck  

President’s Message 

The welding of chain links is a valuable 
welding experience.  
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20 Oct Demo at the old Grist Mill for the street 
Festival.  Above— Fay and Connie educating the  

crowd on blacksmith-
ing.  And to the right 
is Fay teaching      
Nellene’s granddaugh-
ter Rachel.  They 
made an over-the-
door hook to hold her 
belts.  She was quite 
tickled! 

 

For those BGOP members who are looking 
for blacksmithing related items to buy or 
sell, you will soon have an opportunity to see 
them listed on the guild web site at       
http://www.BGOP.org. These listings will be 
run for two weeks and then removed and re-
placed with new items. Send a description 
and photo, if available, to Dick Smith at 
dsmith@lofstrand.com." 

 

New Web Capability 

 

        

The 2007 Annual Meeting and Potluck   
Supper of the BGOP will be held on        
Saturday, December 8, 2007, at the Church 
of the Covenant, 2666 North Military Road,      
Arlington, about a mile south of Gulf 
Branch, and on the same side of the road. 
This is the same place as last year. Setup is 
at 5:30 and the festivities start at 6:00. 

Please call Jan Kochansky, at 301 432 7734, 
or mjkochansky@mail.myactv.net, to sign up 
and let us know how many will be coming. 
The usual drill applies: those who sign up 
early get to choose what to bring; those 
who do so later may get a more restricted 
choice. There will also be signup sheets at 
the two November shop meetings. As usual, 
the Guild will supply plates, utensils, &c. 

Please bring items for the door prize      
selection. These may be of general interest, 
or of the ferrous/blacksmith persuasion. If 
they are wrapped (preferably), please indi-
cate which category the item falls in.  
Handmade is always preferable, but in any 
case should be significant. There will also 
be the usual ornament exchange. 

Annual Meeting/Party 
New time 

A couple of mistakes were made in 
the last issue.  Credit for Page County Heri-
tage Festival article and photos p. 12 should 
be given to Nellene Smith and the caption un-
der the dirty guy in the photo on p.11 should 
have read “The shop cleanup was a huge suc-
cess, as evidenced by our own Phil Heath.”  
My apologies to both Nellene and Phil.   

 
Shop Tip #1:  Two hours at the anvil can save 
you 10 minutes in the sketchbook. 

Shop Tip #2:   The length of material for a 
collar is the distance around the pieces being 
collared, plus 2 ½ times the thickness of the 
collar material. The bevel length of the collar 
ends is 2 times the thickness. 

OOPS 

Tips from Chris Worsley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

,  

Aldie Mill Demo 
Photos and comments by Nellene Smith 
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This article was originally printed in the Sep/Oct 1993 issue of “the Newsletter”  Since 
we are about to devote 4 of the first 5 meetings of 2008 to this subject, we felt a re-
print of this article was timely. 

 

 

 

(Fay LeCompte presented this talk at the July 2 shop meeting.  There was opportunity 
for those present to practice demonstrating.) 
When you plan to demonstrate to the public, the first thing to do is to set up the area 
with the public in mind.  Rope off the area, set up the forge and anvil, table and vise.  
Check which way the wind is blowing so you and the public will be able to avoid getting 
smoke in your faces.   

 

Once you are set up, introduce yourself, explain the type of smithing you will be doing, 
and make a small item that can be finished in a short time.  If two or more blacksmiths 
are demonstrating it will be possible to work on larger projects.  Set your tools so they 
are handy and you don’t have to move around a lot.   Be sure your tools are ready as 
needed for each demonstration so you don’t lose time hunting for the special tool you 
need while the iron cools.   

 

There are a few things to keep in mind: 

1. Confidence– Demonstrate things that you know you are very good at doing. 

2. Metal—Tell your audience how to handle hot and cold metal, explain heat tempera-
tures and color.  Always cool the metal and hand check it yourself before giving it as 
a gift to someone, or to show the public the work close-up. 

3. Explanations– Tell people what you are going to make, how you are going to make it 
and why you are going to make it.  Give a brief history of the object and/or describe 
its uses.   

4. Questions– How do you answer questions?  Give a good  short answer, to the point 
and with authority.  Don’t guess or make up an answer if you don’t know.  Simply say 
“I don’t know that, but I’ll find out for you.”   

 

Remember eye protection:  Don’t cut off on the hardy.  Make a partial cut and twist off 
to avoid hot metal flying into the audience, especially to protect children in the front 
row.   

How to Demonstrate to the Public 
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A number of years ago some Guild members cre-
ated a list of the most useful items to bring to a 
demonstration.  It will be found below.  Use it as a 
checklist.  You’ll be surprised how many things you 
can forge.   

 

Remember, if the public doesn’t understand what 
you are doing, it is your fault, not the public’s.  I 
know we can enjoy forging and can do it well with 
each other’s help.  Happy forging to you. 

                                                   -Fay LeCompte 
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Pat McGuire brought a pair of 1800s fireplace 
tongs he bought at a sale. 

Paul Hollis 
brought a 
trivet made 
from wire he 
bent using a 
compressor 
scroll as a form. 

Lee Thompson 
brought a cross 
he forged with 
upset ends. He 
mounted it on a 
copper plate 
and surrounded 
it with a flat-
tened tension 
spring. 

 

Phil Heath brought a scroll he forged for the 
shop sign bracket, including multiple leaves he 
forged, with the stems welded into the scroll. 

Show and Tell 

Phil Heath 
brought a 
flag pole 
holder he 
made, 
forged out 
of 1 piece 
of metal. 

Jan Kochansky brought a 
hook for hanging Christmas 
lights, and an easy-to-hang 
bird feeder hook, as well as 
a jig for making it.  

Connie Badowski brought 
sheet metal hoes she forged, 
based on work by the Sene-
galese smith at the Folk Life 
Festival. 
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Mask by Luren Osmolski, 
forged copper and steel.  
From Hot Iron News, 
2005/2. 

 A strap hinge Nol Putnam made in the Guild shop (brought in by       
Keith Kuck). 

 For Your Inspiration 

KBA “Hammermarks” Feb 2005 

Forged sign 
bracket, as-
sembled with 
collars and 
rivets. By 
Steve Crist. 
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Blacksmithing provides ample numbers of situations to become inventive.  I encoun-
tered, and with some research and help, solved one such situation recently.  When 
raising, you need to hit near the stake, but not on top of it.  For a beginner like me, the hard 
part is knowing where the stake is once it’s covered up by your work piece.  Recently, Rich 
Waugh, a blacksmith from the U.S. Virgin Islands, posted a solution to this difficulty on a 
popular discussion site.  Rich took one of those laser pointers available for a few dollars 
these days, and mounted it above his anvil, aimed to project a dot on the top of his raising 
stake.  Once he places his work on top, the laser dot locates the exact position of the stake.  
When I told Rich I was writing this article, he took pity on me and made the beautiful draw-
ings that accompany it.   

Rich’s idea is the critical piece – there must be hundreds of ways it could be implemented.  
If you need help getting started, though, keep reading.  Mechanically, my version of Rich’s 
device is pretty simple.  I started by forging a hook to mount to a ceiling joist above my    

Mike’s laser pointer 
Article by Mike Briskin 

Drawings by Rich Waugh 
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anvil.  The hook is made from ¼” X 1” hot rolled steel, bent into a “U.”  One end is left flat and 
drilled for mounting screws; the other is forged into a 3/8” diameter pintle.  The rest of the 
device consists of two arms, also from ¼” X 1”.  The inner arm has a forged eye the inner end to 
fit over the pintle on the hook, and a second pintle at the outer end.  The outer arm also has an 
eye at the inner end, and the outer end is split and spread to cradle the laser pointer.  The 
pointer itself sits in the resulting cleft, and is secured by a nylon wire tie that passes through a 
hole punched near the end of the outer arm.  Rich added locking screws at the joints in his 
drawings.  I haven’t found them necessary, but it’s probably a good idea to drill and tap for them 
before assembly, just in case.    

My laser pointer, like  most, has a button you hold down in order to keep the laser on.  It would 
be easy to make a clip to hold it down – but maybe not so easy to reach up into the ceiling to set 
and remove the clip.  A remote switch seemed like a good idea.  While I was at it, I figured I’d 
use a remote battery pack too.  The button cells that came with the pointer are small and light, 
but AA cells are cheaper and last a lot longer.  Radio Shack has a neat $2 battery holder with a 
switch built in already. 
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Connecting the battery pack to the laser pointer required a 
little thought, but it wasn’t hard.  I removed the stack of 
three button cells from the pointer, and made a wooden cylin-
der the same diameter as, and just slightly shorter than, the 
stack.  I cut a thin copper disc (I used a scrap from a piece of 
Type M pipe I’d flattened) for each end of the cylinder.  Copy-
ing the button cells, I made the inner disc slightly smaller than 
the cylinder diameter to eliminate any possibility of a short.  I 
then took a piece of speaker cord and soldered one of the 
wires to the outer disc.  The other wire passes through a hole 
in the outer disc and wooden cylinder, and is soldered to the 
inner disc.  After soldering, I glued the discs in place at each 
end of the cylinder. 
 

The button cells were held in place by a threaded end cap with 
a magnet in it.  To install the cylinder I made, the wire needed to pass through the end cap.  
Drilling through a ceramic magnet didn’t seem like a good idea.  Luckily, when I tapped on the 
magnet with the end of a rod, it popped out and left a hole just perfect for the wire.  With the 
cylinder slid in where the button cells were and the end cap threaded on, it was just a matter of 
connecting the wires to the battery pack.  Just watch the polarity, which should be marked on 
the button cells.  It’s the opposite of what you may think!   

 

    4.5 Volts from 6 

The Radio Shack battery holder I bought was perfect in every way but one.  It holds 4 AA bat-
teries (6 volts), but the laser pointer is designed for three 1.5 volt cells.  It might run fine on 6 
volts -- if I wasn’t too chicken to try it.  Instead, I just left out one of the AA batteries and 
popped in a piece of ½” round steel to complete the circuit.  Since I wasn’t sure how long bare 
steel would stay bright in an un-
heated shop and the TIG welder 
was handy, I buttered the ends 
with silicon bronze.  One contact 
of my battery holder is recessed 
for the tit on the end of an AA 
cell, so I left a small blob of 
bronze on the “positive” end of 
the rod.  A blunt point drawn on 
the “positive” end would work just 
as well, and just about any solder 
or brazing filler could help pro-
tect the ends from corrosion.    
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As part of the 2007 Folklife Festival, the Smithsonian brought together a number of crafts-
people representing the roots of Virginia culture.  BGOP loaned equipment for the metalwork 
tent, to be used by blacksmiths from England (Godfrey South), Africa (Mbaye Fall), Virginia 
(Billy Phelps) and the eastern seaboard (Kelly Smyth).  The placement of these very different 
craftspeople under one tent gave a wonderful opportunity to compare the techniques of smiths 
with varying resources and product lines. 

 

Mbaye Fall of Senegal was a 
great inspiration in resourceful-
ness.  Agricultural and livestock 
tools are still individually made 
by blacksmiths in many parts of 
Africa, and raw stock often 
comes from scrap metal.  Mbaye 
is from a small village with lim-
ited access to even the most ba-
sic tools. His improvisational 
skills were immediately tested at 
the Festival, as he was given a 
blower, some dryer vent and a 50 
gallon drum to construct his own 
forge. While Kelly and Godfrey 

debated the advantages of torch vs. cutting disk, Mbaye sat on the ground and took one end of 
the drum off with a cold chisel, leaving a 5” wall to contain his fire.  BGOP had provided a hand 
blower and dryer vent tubing, which he assembled and ran through a hole in the side of the 
barrel.  Two short lengths of iron were bent into staples to hold the vent in place, and he was 
ready to start a fire.  The balance of his tooling consisted of a London pattern anvil (BGOP has 
yet to acquire a Senegalese anvil), a few small hammers, one pair of tongs, miscellaneous car 
parts, and a v-shaped contraption which served as swage block and dishing tool.  With these, 
he made a variety of hoes, axes, harnesses and bells for live-
stock. 

Mbaye burned wood charcoal and sat either on the ground or 
on the charcoal bag, using the remains of the 50 gallon drum 
as a tool chest.  He used small stock and kept a very small 
fire, adding a few chunks of fuel with every heat.  Hammer 
strokes were also rationed – each one deliberate, with no 
wasted motion or tapping on the anvil. 

Senegal Blacksmith 
Article  by Connie Badowski  
Photos by Connie Badowski and Hop Long 
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The hoes were chiseled out of scrap sheet metal and shaped both on 
the anvil and the v-shaped ‘swage’. Most of the curves were made in the 
gap between the two legs of the V, which provided a variable width for 
different radii.  Hoe shafts were reinforced by rolling the sheet metal 
in on itself, and stress points at bends in the blades themselves were 
strengthened by knocking in the corners (much as tin cans are strength-
ened by the addition of ridges).  Brush axes were made in different 
shapes to allow for either standing up to chop or squatting down to cut. 

 

 

Goat harnesses were made all out of metal, with hand-forged chain 
where we might use leather or rope.  Care had to be taken to keep both 
sides symmetrical so the harness would fit. 

 

Mbaye also made bells for livestock, designed much like our own sleigh bells.  We weren’t pre-
sent to see that process but got a lesson through pantomime and sign language.  A short piece of 
thick wire was pointed on both ends, folded in half and twisted once at the fold, then opened up 

to make a divider.  This was used to 
trace a pattern for two circles in sheet 
metal, which were then cut out with a 
chisel.  Two small holes were punched 
into one of the disks and a slit opened 
between them, then both circles were 
sunk into bowl shapes.  When we signed 
our puzzlement over the joining 
method, he grinned and pulled out a bag 
of white powder and an old brass 
spigot.  The flux was easy to identify 
but we still don’t know if he was filing 
brass off the spigot or cutting chunks 
out of it for brazing. 

 

While many of us are drawn to ironwork from a desire to make our own tools and shape our own 
world, it’s absolutely humbling to watch someone who must either make his own or go without.  In 
Mbaye’s small village it’s difficult to get any kind of tools, even something as simple – and for us, 
disposable-- as a metal file.  In response to that, the guild has put together a small collection of 
tools to send to him, and we’re working on finding an affordable and dependable way of shipping 
them. 
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Heyward Cutting has studio equipment for sale.  
If interested please contact him directly at   

w-540-885-4500 h-540-886-1227  
after Dec 1. 540-886-1227. 

 
- L& L Electric kiln- J230 fires to cone 10. Size 10            
   cu. ft   & accessories and kiln sitter- $300  
- Craft Electric kiln- fires to cone 8. Size 10 cu. ft.  
   w/pyrometer & kilnsitter-$200 
- 2 forced air burner for gas. Rated 200,00 btu  
   each w/pilot burners, gas valves, bazo units and  
   parts. $100 each 
- 50plus hard fire bricks. 2.5 x4.5x9 series. $1.00  
   per brick 
- 34silicon carbide kiln shelves. Size 14x28. Used  
   but clean, $20 each 
- Soft insulating bricks. K23  3 x 4.5 x9.  
   $1.00 each 
- 6- 2ft sections of airjet triple insulated chimney  
   sections rated to 2300 degrees 10in diameter.  
   $15 per 2 foot section. 
 

Studio Equipment for Sale 

Power Hammer:           
from a 1890 dictionary 
Courtesy of Dave Murphy’s Mother 

                           
The Blacksmith Association of Missouri would like 
to invite you and your membership to the 17th An-
nual Ozark Conference on May 1, 2 & 3, 2008, being 
held at the Missouri State Fairgrounds in Sedalia, 
Missouri. This will be our largest conference ever, 
and we would love for other organizations to share 
the experience with us.  Foreign demonstrators 
Josef Habermann and Heiner Zimmermann, plus US 
smiths Bob Patrick, Darryl Nelson, the team of Mi-
chael Bendele & Joe Bonifas, and the team of Steve 
Mankowski & Shelton Browder from Colonial Wil-
liamsburg, will be joining us.  There will be numerous 
options for your housing, including camping with or 
without hook ups, and lots of places to find food, so 
we hope you will join us. 

     At this year’s conference, besides our regular 
demonstrators, we are planning a display on the his-
tory of power hammers. We are trying to assemble 
many varieties of hammers that have been available 
in the past as well as those available today. As part 
of this special exhibit, Sid Seudemier is planning to 
bring the first and the last 25-pound “Little Giant” 
as well as many other historically interesting ham-
mers. Most will be there only for display, but some 
will actually be available for hammering! 
     With all the things BAM is planning, we think 
this will be our best conference yet—and we’d love 
to have you come and be a part of it. After all, we 
do all this For Love of The Craft! 

     For more information on attending or tailgating 
check out the BAM website at 
 http://www.bamsite.org/ 
or contact BAM 2008 Conference Committee at  
417-863-8628  or kirk@kirksullens.com 

Ozark Conference 

                
A Hammer In to celebrate the 100th birthday of the 

first 25 LB Little Giant! January 11 & 12, 2008                      
At Little Giant, Nebraska City, NE.   

 See the 1st 25 LB serial #1, last 25 LB serial # 8876 
and last 100 LB serial #1603 in operation!  Win door 
prizes!  Play with Little Giants!  Registration fee $35 
(2 meals & door prize tickets included). Questions? 

Call us at 402.873.6603 or email, 
Sid@LittleGiantHammer.com 

Little Giant Birthday Hammer In 



 

November/December 2007        The Blacksmiths’ Guild of the Potomac, Inc.                                19 

BGOP Membership Application and Renewal 

New Member— $35 or 3 yrs—$75¨Renewal—$25 or 3 yrs—$70 

Name Home Phone____________________ 

Address Work Phone ___________________ 

City State Zip __________________________                                  

Email Address ________________________________     Age (minimum 16 years)____________    

Blacksmithing Experience ______  ¨Yes ¨No     

                   

I would like to receive the Newsletter by  (circle one)   
                                   Email            link to website                paper copy in the mail 
 
I am a member of ABANA, The Artist Blacksmith’s Association of North America  ¨Yes ¨No 
¨ Make check payable to: BGOP 

Mail check and Membership application to:   
Fred Long,  

5309 Bangor Dr, Kensington MD 20895-1106 

Name:  

Address:  

City:  

State: Zip/PC:  

Country:  

 

Type of Membership 

¨ Regular ...................$55 ¨ Overseas ...............$65 

¨ Student..................$45 ¨ Contributing..........$100 

¨ Senior (65+)..........$50 ¨ Library....................$45 
  
ABANA Chaper Affiliation:  
Application may also be made at the ABANA web site:  
www.abana.org 

E-mail:  

www url:  

Phone:  

Fax:  

Credit Card Information  

□Visa □Mastercard
 Expiration Date:  

Card#  

 

Submit check, money order (US banks only), or by credit card:  

                        abana@abana.org 
ABANA 
PO Box 816 Phone: 706.310.1030 
Farmington GA 30638 Fax: 706.769.7147 

  

M E M B E R S H I P  A P P L I C A T I O N  



 

 

The Blacksmiths’ Guild of the Potomac, Inc. 

c/o Katie Dunn 

531 Merlins Lane 

Herndon VA  20170 

Address Correction Requested 

BGOP 
shop Nature 

Center 

Log 
Cabin 

Parking 

Gulf Branch Nature Center 
3608 N. Military Road 
Arlington VA 22207 

703-358-3403 
 
 

To Lorcum Lane, Rt 29, 
Spout Run and George 
Washington Parkway 

To Chain Bridge, Rt 
123 and Glebe Rd 

Military 
Road 

BGOP Meetings 
Guild meetings are held on the first and third Fridays of each month at 7:30 P.M. at the Gulf Branch Nature Center, 
3608 North Military Road, Arlington VA 22207. Meetings are usually held in the Guild’s shop which is located about 50 
yards past the Nature Center building on the wooded path. Occasional Friday meetings with a speaker or video are held 
in the Nature Center auditorium. Check the website at bgop.org  or call the HOTLINE 703-527-0409 for updates on 
meetings and events.     

Military 
Road 


